FT2000 /D Power Output Readings and Tuning Procedure

FT2000D power meter readings:  (FT2000 users divide all power numbers by 2)




  - output, watts -



Mode / (modulation)

average      
pep

PO meter reading ***
CW (continuous carrier)
200

200


200

SSB (single tone *)

140

200


140


SSB (2-tone test **)

100

200


100

SSB (voice)


50-100

200


50-100 
*     single audio tone (a pure whistle).
**   two pure audio tones of same amplitude but different frequencies.
*** these are the  MAXIMUM  values you should see on your FT2000D.  
If you insist on exceeding these maxima by over-driving, three BAD things happen:


1. Your signal becomes distorted due to audio and/or rf clipping. Others will hate you because you splatter all over the band.
2. Your signal becomes louder, but LESS intelligible.

3. You exceed your rig’s power ratings. May lead to early rig failure.
To avoid these problems, follow the tuning procedure below…

FT2000 and FT2000/D tuning procedure:

1. Leave the hidden menu settings alone… they are almost certainly correct.
2. Set your MENU items following Zsolt’s spreadsheet. His settings work very well for both casual operating and DXing on SSB and CW.
3. Pre-set the rig’s controls as follows:
METER switch 
ALC

PROC control

10 o’clock

RF PWR control
maximum 

MIC control

minimum 

4. Connect rig to a 50-ohm dummy load. Turn rig ON. Set MODE to USB or LSB. 
5. If  PROC does not appear in the display,  push the PROC button once to turn it on.
6. Start speaking into your microphone with your normal “radio” voice. While watching the ALC meter, slowly increase the MIC control until the ALC needle starts jumping upward from zero on voice peaks. Stop before ALC peaks reach the right-hand end of the ALC band. With MIC properly set, the ALC needle should deflect from zero no more than about 30% of time while speaking. Your rig is now adjusted for clean, powerful 200-watt pep SSB. Average power out will be 50-100 watts.
7. Monitor ALC (not PO) during QSOs and adjust MIC to keep ALC readings in the right range. Otherwise, these settings need not be adjusted unless you change microphones.
8. Operating tip: For beautiful audio quality, disengage PROC by pushing the PROC button once. If you want strong punchy audio for contesting or DXing, leave PROC on… This flexibility is one of the nice features of Zsolt’s settings.
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